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If OUR isncty-om. 
W *M bcadred. <r.-«. 
two. three- Five hundred and 
three deflari tad twenty 
itm cent* Net bad for a 
Saturday ia November." 
Ptw Farsssm a no h e d courr- 
i&f tbe store receipts, aad 
turned to aa clerk "You 
know. A- : . ■ at said. "I 
dunk 1*3 rur. over to Wrs- 
ton tomorrow to *at my 
another. I as pt lh« la: 
train back, aad be here by 
tWtr, o'clock. Suaday'a al- 
ways a rood day to viast 
Mom. She ■ sure to have 
roast bad * 

Pat itt*lt Andy jtimngs 
blanked bis psSy eye* and 
jerked hii bead ' around. 
*Hrw about tbe money, 
Pete? You're aot •rocr.r. to 
leave h beta with me. ell 
alone, are yoe 1 * 

Pert laughed- "Why not' 
! can't bask * tfl etenday. 
and yaa don't vast ate to 
carry that mack around, do 
you? B es ide * , you've rot 
B3!v bcr« to help yon keep 
guard. - He reached do-am 
and parted* tbe brown aire- 
dale which lay at tea feet. 
-Old BBy here \ tba beat 
watch dog taea side of Ta »- 
cert H*H bark at the sl:ght- 
est «raf o! a burglar, won't 
you. old faDew?" Pete got 
up from the straight chair 
on which be had. been sitting 
and walked ~ to tbe pot- 
betted stove tr. the canter of 
the room. Ha hekl out bat 
bands to the warmth. ~Co<d 
and damp rarugbt. We're in 
for a foed hard nx tornor- 
row" He yawned, aad 
■Tre-cbed. 'Wall. I'm for 



bed. r»t got to get up it 
uaa oerow if 1 
wast to catch that train.*" 

Andy Janainga acratcbed 
hat head. "You know. Pete." 
be umL "I'm worried about 
being aione bare with all 
that money. I sure-wish you'd 
take it with you. There's 
bom quite a few robberiea in 
this section lately. I'm only 
your clerk, and I don't want 
tbe re sp opsibi k ty.** 

Pete came over to Andy, 
and drove a light, playful 
nght to hi* shoulder. "Not 
Beared, are you. Andy? Just 
don't worry. I'm going to 
stick that money ia my shoe, 
and above it way underneath 
my bed. ItTJ be safe as tf it 
was in the bask," - 

Andy west over to the 
window, and peered out into 
the heavy darkness. "For 
g ood n eaa sake keep your 
vote* down." .be cautioned. 
-You've told the whole 
world where you're going to 
put that money. Tma may be 
the loneliest place on tbe 
prairie, bat . . -~ 

M » N D Y. you're the-dam- 
* est baby I ever saw " 
interrupted Pete. "Thar** 
not anot h er hoc** wnhta 
vara* mile* of her*. There *» 
a double lock on the door of 
the ibop up front, and an- 
other on the back door of 
thi» room. There's no other 
way to get in. except through 
the window, and youTi keep 
thai locked too. d I knew 
you. Yoa hate fresh air 
worse than you bate eier- 
cise. So get to bed. and 



that couldn't happen. - Pete 
shoved the fat roQ of bfOa 
into his shoe, pushed h un- 
der the bed. and dire bed un- 
der the covers. 

Andy toeeed and rolled 
*nd couldn't go to sleep for 
half tbe eight. He beard the 
steady drone of Pete's 
healthy snoring, which only 
•erred to iactease bis fear, 
end bis worry. When be 
finally did drop off mta a 
light sleep, a was dished up 
with dreams of shadowy 
wrartfcs. sbtbering under the 
door, under the window 
ledge, down the chimney, 
peeking the money from tba 
shoe, and with fearful, ghast- 
ly shrieks of triumph, ex- 
ploding through the back- 
door keyhole with their loot 
Always, in bis dreams, be 
du&g to BCIv tbe Airedale, 
who snarled and snapped, 
but was c ooaple t ery power- 
less to atop the ghostly av 
t raders. When at last- trr the 
cold. black beginning of day. 
be heard Pete's alarm dock, 
he leaped sip, afaxeering. Ha 
heard the hammer in g of the 
rain on the roof, and has 
heart twiited inside of bam. 
Pete climbed ou: of bed. rub- 
bing fcis eyr*. 

"Foul rain," Andy can- 
boned Pete. -You'd better 
forget about your trip to 
Weston- You'd better stay 
here with rac and play soeae 
Ceibbege-" 



I to bed. and pajl 



"You're atiB scared sti€. you 
psddbrig coward. Get out of 
bed and rustle Sip some 
breakfast. Then forget about 



* N D V '•!'; ■»: ?iv uoah- 
tog away through the 
deepening mud, with the rua 
driving into his face. When 
1m ww out of tight. Andy 
----- ted back into the room. 
Mt a bucket of water or the 
>■•■( to beat (or dishwater. 
He made the ' edi and did i 
bit of tidying up. Then he 

rs -■ - : f B*Hy was 

probably pretty hungry. Ha 
opened a can of peeper rd 
dog food, and put ■ ~ , ~ 
dish He i . i - - ; nervously 
as the a-redalc gulped tb 
"That * tba boy. BuTy." he 
Mid. "Gobble 'em up. Cot 
ple n ty of food into yew 
gut*, boy. You might need 
plenty of strength T 



4T eleven thirty that 
mrht. the ram was Kill 
poundmg down, and Pete 
bad not *» yet cook dorm. 
Andy's heart sank. The 
worst had happened. Pete 
had milked the last tram 
from Weston. He wouldn't 
be back now until the next 
aaorr un g. The thought of 
spending the night alone, 
with the money -In the shoe, 
set Andy to shivering vio- 
lently. In a sudden panic be 
tar* off his outer clothes, 
banked the fire as fast aa he 
could, blew out the lamp and 
does ioto bed. He pulled the 
co««n ©ear his bead, squeez- 
ed bis eyelids tight. / 
Suddenly, out of nowhere 
it seemed, be beard a dog's 
fierce barking. He leaped to 
a sitting puaiti nn in bed. has 
heart punching at his throat. 
It was Billy ' He heard the 
airedaJe leaping at the door 
in the other room. He beard 
the sound of the doorknob 
slowly Riming. 

Impelled by the reality of 
the fear which bad torment- 
ed him .'or the past twesry- 
foeu hours, Andy sprang to 
the floor. He plunged his 
arm under Pete's bad. clutch- 
ed the shoe with the motM* 
in it. assd raced for the back 
door. H* snapped tba lock 
open, and betted outside He 



raa wildly, blindly. His ears 
po un ded. He gasped "franti- 
cally. He felt suffocated. His 
leg* w«ce dead weights. Yet 1 
be inambled onward, cJutcb- 
■rg '.ha shoe hard against has 
soft bally. 

Aa if from a great dis- 
tance, be beard Bdly bark- 
ing Suddenly ba reshred 
that be was ploughmg 
through deep mod. better 
coid, and soaking, stinging 
ram. He staggered on. spur- 
red by hie own fear, and tba 
grim .-J that be must save 
the money. There was a 
splashing, sucking sound be- 
head hem The burglar must 
bare seen ham. He was : ; as 
if, after ha Andy pressed^ 



» GREAT sseigbt struck 
" - and fell o** **i*miW«»ti 



wrenching him backward, 
then sadewsys, down into 
the mud. Hard, neaw hands 
dug into has flesh. He dou- 
bted forward as be UL 
clutching the shoe. Then a 
wild, blind desperation seized 
h:m. He struck at the thing 
on his back, twisting bn body 
around, flailed at fe wetb 
great wide swings of has 
arms, A red matt streamed 
across bis eyes. Suddenly all 
fear was goo*. His strength 
returned. His rnuscS** bunch- 
ed and jumped He turned, 
gladly, to grapple with has 



His greater weight bora 
the cfmgstg man snto the 
mud. face down biu eea h 
baas. Andy drove the bee; of 
has left hand sgainst the 
bead, and hammered bis 
right fast against the aide of 
the unison face. Again and 
agaan be struck him, at the 
same tune cattsag for Bftry. 

Then be realixed that the 
dog had been there aS the 
whue. hacking wiVSy. Sud- 
denjy Bitty leaped a garnet 
him snarling, forepaws 
straight into has face. Andy 



ground, as the cold aaud 
stopped ecroas has face, aa 
hit back sunk into the dam- 
asy. (f s ori ng stuff, all fight 
want out of bam. He seas 
belted. He bad no strength 
left. He was sick wrtb the 
agony of fear and defeat. He 
lay there, his bead » panning 

He bad fallen on the shoe: 
he felt its bard, formless 
mess beneath his bock. Why 
didn't the mas leap on aim* 
Why didn't be take the 
mor.ry and go? 

Andy beard soeisrtbang like 
a sob. He opened his eyes 
and stared upward 

It was Pate! It was Pete 
standing above bkm. bis face 
stream-rig black with nsesd. 
And the sob be bad beard 
hadn't been a sofa at alt It 
was a laugh. Pete was roar- 
ing with laughter. 

"Andy." Pete satd. "you're 
a aaan after all. What a man 1 
You nearly had me whipped. 
I guess I awe my life to 
Batty " He raised his band to 
.the s»de of has head. "Wow. 
what a waliopeng." 

ANDY gave a bet of • 
laugh, an intuti eeee M. 
list i may hysterical laugh- 
TVs you Pete? I thought k 
est a burgher I grabbed the 
money and ran-" 

"You ran. all riajh*,* re- 
tstrned Pets. "I tfaougbt veei 
sears the burglar When I 
came in, I saw yearr bad 
ess-pty. and the shoe was 
. gone. The bach door was 
opes, and I saw som e body 
fesBStheg. I didn't know it 



where you 



you were. So BtBv 
aid I took off. and you know 
the rasa," He laughed again, 
-M befd the side of his head, 
thought you'd missed 
« train." 
"1 dad. But I get a rids in 
a csr, afl the way bach.' 

-Wow." said Andy. 
-Wow." sssd Pete. "Wow. 
wow." barked = ■ 



As bis bead, acrsck the 
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